
A Grand Day Out At Bodnant Gardens 
A group of 35 ladies had signed up for this trip and most of us were up early that morning, excited 
about the day ahead and keen to be at The Dog Pub in plenty of time to catch the coach at 
8.30am. 
  
The Pub had kindly allowed us to leave our cars in the car park and once parked, we boarded the 
gleaming red 50 -seater coach, it had all mod cons, even a loo on board! 
  
The chatter quickly started and continued throughout the journey. We made one more stop as we 
passed through Sandiway to collect a few more ladies. Our driver, Matt, ensured we had a smooth 
journey and we went up past Chester, along the coast road and then he navigated the narrow lane 
down to Bodnant – not for the faint hearted!.

  
We arrived around 10.30am and our Bodnant host, Geoff, joined the coach to welcome us. He 
gave us our tickets and explained the general layout of the gardens, highlighting the essential 
facilities  – he also managed to extend our Welsh vocabulary with a couple of words. 
  
We left the coach and the morning was ours to spend as we wished. Most of us headed for the café 
after a quick comfort break – well none of us had the courage to use the coach facilities! 
  
Hydrated and refreshed, we split into our groups to explore the gardens, spread over 80 acres it is 
little wonder that some of us didn’t see each other until we regrouped back at the coach at 
1.15pm. 
  
It was hard to take it all in; the array of colours, the different terrains, specimen planting and 
interesting architecture. It was a pure delight and most of us had a little bit of garden envy. The 
May highlight of course was the wonderful laburnum arch which was in full bloom. A 55-meter 
avenue of golden flowers – wow! It was easy to see why visitors come from around the globe to see 
it. We were so lucky it was a quieter day and one quick thinking member went back to take a 
picture later in the morning to find it empty – who needs library shots (well done Jane P). 
  
The time whizzed by and our tummies were telling us it was lunchtime,  so most of us headed back 
to the coach to go onto a nearby farm shop for a bite to eat. We had pre ordered but with so many 
of us it still took some organising, we were so lucky to have Karen with her list. It was nice to chat to 
different people and as the lunches appeared, those of us that had ordered salads were eyeing up 
the chunky chips!  
  
A leisurely lunch over, there was just time to explore the farm shop before getting back on the 
coach to head home. 
  
On the journey back we had some rain, it was the first of the day so we considered ourselves very 
lucky. The coach driver added a couple more stops to help people get home easily - Now that’s 
what you call service!  

Once back at The Dog Pub a few WI members stayed on for the quiz night – we hear they came 
third, well it had been a long day and there were eight teams - great result ladies!. 

All in all it had been a brilliant day. Thank you to those who joined us as friends and visitors and of 
course a huge thanks to Karen for organising the trip. Roll on the next day out with Over Peover 
WI. 

There are so many lovely pictures of the day, they are available to view and download on the 
following link:  http://e.pc.cd/LVdy6alK 
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